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Kerala moves SC against Governor again
*\

Krishnadas Rajago
NEW DELHI

The Kerala government on
Wednesday moved the Su-
preme Court for the se-
cond time against Gover-
nor Arif Mohammed Khan,
accusing him of trying to
“defeat the rights of the pe-
ople” of the State by indefi-
nitely sitting on several
crucial Bills, especially
those addressing post-CO-
VID public health
CONcerns.

The State, represented
by advocate C.K. Sasi, said
the arbitrary show of lack
of urgency by the Gover-
nor violated the funda-
mental right to life of the
people of Kerala.

“The conduct of the Go-
vernor in keeping Bills
pending for long and inde-
finite periods of time is ma-
nifestly arbitrary and also
violates Article 14 (right to
equality) of the Constitu-
tion. Additionally, it de-
feats the rights of the peo-

+ Kerala moves SC against
Governor once again

The State government submirted that the first pro-

viso o Article 200, which governs the conduct of

thi Governor, mandates immediate consideration
and action when a Bill is presented to him for as-
sent. The Governor can efther declare his assent
s the Bill, renurn it with a message to the House or
refer it to the President. However, the Article re-
quires the Governor o act “as spon as possible™,
that ks within a reasonable time.

The State said eight key Bills were currently
pending with the Governor. Some of these Bills
have been held back for over two years.

Senior advocate LK. Venugopal, appearing in
the case for the State, recently had informed the
Supreme Court that the Governor continued to be
unfazed even after it had moved the top court
against him.

“The Governor appears to be of the view that
granting assent or otherwise dealing with Bills is a
matter entrusted to him in his absolute discretion,
o deckde whenever he pleases. This is a complete
subwversion of the Constitution,” the petition said.

Besides Kerala, other non-BjP-ruled States have
also approached the Supreme Court against their
Governors for “unreasonably” delaying the pass-
ing of crucial Bilks into law.

\ ‘?
N
Arif Mohammed Khan

ple of the State of Kerala
under Article 21 (right to
life) of the Constitution, by
denying them the benefits

of welfare legislation enact-
ed by the State Assembly,”
the State said.

The 46l-page special
leave petition appeals a
Kerala High Court judg-
ment delivered on Novem-
ber 30 last year, which re-
fused to fix a time limit for
the Governor to deal with
Bills presented to him un-
der Article 200 of the Con-
stitution.
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Brazil will give continuity to India’s
Presidency of G-20, says Ambassador

As Indias G-20 Presidency comes to close, Prime Minister Modi to host Voice of Global South Summit and G20 Summit virtually on November 17

and 22: Brazil will host G20 in 2024, and the COP30 Climate Change Summit in 2025, and hopes to work dosely with partners like India, Indonesia

NEW DELHI

s India prepares to

end its G-20 presi-

dency this month
with two separate virtual
summits to be chaired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Brazl hopes to give
“continuity” to New Del
;u;s priorities, its Ambassa-

r

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) has sent out
invitations for the two
summits -~ the Second
Voice of Global South Sum-
mit to be held on Novem-
ber 17, and the G-20 Virtual
Summit to be held on No-
vember 22,

The MEA is still awaiting
confirmations from many
of the leaders of the two
sets of countries. Brazil's
President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva, who will take over
the G-20 presidency, has
confirmed his attendance
at both, and hopes to take
forward the focus on the
Global South and develop-

ing world, said Brazilian
Ambassador Kenneth Felix
Haczynski da Nobrega.

Multilateral system
“We see the Brazilian presi-
dency as giving continuity
to the Indian presidency,
in ensuring that the inter-
ests and challenges of the
Global South will be an im-
portant part of the G20
agenda,” Mr. Haczynski da
Nobregs, who presented
his credentials shortly be-
fore the G-20 summit in
Delhi, told The Hindu.
While Mr. Modi did the
formal handover of the
G20 “gavel” o Brazilian
President Mr. Lula at the
end of the summit on Sep-
tember 10, India's G20
presidency will only end
this month.

“The Brazilian G-20 pre-
sidency will seek its own
special emphasis on fight-
ing hunger and poverty,
bringing the idea of sus-
tainable development
centre stage to the dimate
change debate, and will

continue to push for the re-
form of the multilateral
system,” Mr. Haczynski da
Nobrega added.

Similar goals
While Brazil may have a
different

dor said, its goals and tar-
gets were similar to India's
as members of the deve-
loping world, and partners
in groupings like BRICS
(Brazil-Russia-India-China-
South Africa), 18SA (India-

The Brazilian

G20
presidency will seek its
own special emphasis on
fighting hunger and
poverty, bringing the
idea of sustainable
development centre
stage .. will continue to
push for the reform of
the multilateral system

Brazil-South Africa), and
the G-4 grouping (Brazl,
Germany, India, and Ja-
pan) that support each oth-
er for UN Security Council
membership.

Brazil is presenty the
host of IBSA, will host G-20
in 2024, and the COP30
Climate Change Summit in
2025, and hopes to work
closely with partners like
India, South Africa and In-
donesia, all developing
countries that are part of
the “extended troika” or

group that is hosting suc-
cessive summits of the
G-20.

During the G-20 Summit
in Delhi in September, In-
dia was able to forge a
breakthrough joint state-
ment from the group,
deeply divided over the Uk-
raine war, after a joint pro-
posal by India-Indonesia-
Brazil-South Africa was of-
fered to other members as
an ultimatum a day before
the Summit.

Global solidarity

The  proposal, that
dropped critical references
to Russia, but retained lan-
guage against the war in
Ukraine was seen as a rare
moment of global solidari-
ty during the Indian presi-
dency.

Ahead of the Virtual
G-20 summit on November
22, officials have made it
clear that while the new is-
sue of the Israel-Gaza con-
flict is likely to overshadow
some of the proceedings,
India does not plan any

joint statement or major
outcomes from sum-
mit. Instead, the Prime Mi-
nister's Office which is
overseeing planning for
the two summits wants
them to focus on imple-
mentation and delivery of
the agreements and decla-
rations made during the
Voice of Global South Sum-
mit in January 2023 and
G20 Summit in

Fostering cooperation
“[Officials] highlighted the
government’s  commit-
ment to ensuring the suc-
cessful implementation of
the Leaders’ Declaration
and its dedication to foster-
ing global cooperation in
development and welfare,”
the Press Information Bu-
reau announced in a rea-
dout of a meeting taken by
the Prime Minister’s Princi-
pal Secretary, P.K. Mishra,
where he was briefed by
Foreign Secretary Vinay
Kwatra about preparations
for the two summits.
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G-7 meet appeals
for humanitarian
pauses in Gaza

Foreign Ministers who met in Tokyo seek the release of hostages and a

return to a ‘broader peace process. offer to draw up long-term solutions

Reuters
TOKYO

-7 Forelgn Ministers
on Wednesday
called for humani-
tarian pauses in the Israel-
Hamas war to let ald in and
help the release of hostag-
es and sought a return to a
“broader peace process”,
as Israeli forces continue o
strike the Gaza Strip.
Winding up a two-day
meeting in Tokyo, the
Group of Seven wealthy na-
tions said In a joint state-
ment that Israel had the
right to defend itself, while
underscoring the need to
protect civilians and to
comply with international
humanitarian law.

“The G7 members are
committed to ... prepare
sustainable long-term solu-
tions for Gaza and a return
to a broader peace process
in line with the internation-
ally agreed parameters.”
the statement said.

“... We support humani-
tarian pawses and corri-
dors to facilitate urgently
needed assistance, civilian
movement and the release
of hostages™

The Ministers shared

The meet emphasised on protecting civilians as Palestinians flee to

y ! R J

the southern Gaza Strip to escape lsraeli strikes. AP

the view that “a two-state
solution.... remains the on-
ly path to a just, lasting,
and secure peace”.

It was only the second
Joint statement from the
G-7 since gunmen from the
Palestinian militant group
Hamas sparked the conflict
with an October 7 attack
on southern Israel, killing
1,400 people and taking
some 240 hostages. The Is-
raeli bombardment of Ga-
za has since killed more
than 10,000 Palestinians,
around 40% of them
children.

“I believe it's important
that the G7 was able o put
out its first unified message

as a statement regarding a
humanitarian pause... in
terms of the responsibility
the G7 has towards the in-
ternational community,”
Japanese Forelgn Minister
Yoko Kamikawa told
reporters.

Asked whether all G7
members were calling for
humanitarian pauses or
whether some favoured a
full ceasefire, ULS. Secre-
tary of State Antony Blin-
ken sald there was “real
unity” among the bloc,
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G-7 meet appeals for
humanitarian pauses

The commumnique also reiterated G-7 support for
Ukraine in its war with Fussia, highlighted the
need for engagement with China and condemned
North Korea's missile tests and arms transfers to
Russia_

The G-7 comprises Britain, Canada, France,
Germany, kaly, Japan, the ULS., with the EU also
taking part in the sumimit.

lsraeli Prime Minkter Benjamin Netanyahu has
said Israel would consider “tactical littke pauses™
but, alongside its close ally the U5, and other
‘Western countries, has rejected calls for a cease-
fire that it says would allow Hamas o regroup.

The -7 had appeared to struggle to agree on a
firm, united approach to the war, raising ques-
tions over its relevance as a force o tackle major
crises.

The only other G-7 statement came after a
meeting of its Finance Ministers an October 12 and
amounted to a few, brief sentences_ Other group
members have issued joint statements.

Long-term plan

0On Tuesday, the Ministers abo discussed what
happens after the Gaza conflict recedes and how
to revitalise peace efforts in the West Asia, Japan
sald in a statement.

Israel has been vague about its long-term plans
for Gaza. In some of the first direct comments on
the subject, Mr. Netanyahu said this week thar k-
rael would seek to have security responsibility for
Gaza “for an indefinite period™.

Bt lsragli Foreign Minister EN Cohen told the
Wall Street Journal that lsrael wanted the territory
to be under an imernational coalition, including
the LL5., EU and Muslim-majority countries, or ad-
ministered by Gaza political leaders.

Mr. Blinken told reporters following the G-7
meetings that Gaza could not be under Hamas or
Israeli control.

“We don't see a renccupation and what 1've
hieard from lsreeli leaders is that they have no in-
tent to reocoupy Gaza,” he said

Diplomats in Washington, the United Mations,
thi West Asia and beyond have also started weigh-
ing the options. Discussions inchade the deploy-
ment of a multinational force o post-conflict Ga-
za, an interim Palestinian-led administratkon that
wioulld exclude Hamas paoliticians, a stopsap secur-
ity and governance robe for neighbouring Arab
states and temporary UN. supervision of the terri-
tory, Reuters reported this month.
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wad
steps o end malicious reviews should
o bead to curbs on film cridcism

n angaing case before the Kerala High

Court on restricting negative reviews of

films im the: first feew days of their release
constitutes an interesting as well as challenging
free speech isnve. The court has taken on the sk
of distinguishing gemuine film criticism from at-
tempis to destroy a movie's prospects of suooess
throagh malicious comments, or by threatening
1o post negative reviews with a view to exiorting
maney. It appears that the court is aoware of the
implications of amy move i restrict or curb dis-
paraging reviews for free speech and freedom of
expressiom, but it remains to be seen how it will
be able o0 balance the commeerdial interests of
film-makers and the freedom of reviewers. Film
director hushern Rauf had approached the ooart
for a direction to the Information and Broodcast-
ing Mindstry and the State Information Technolo-
gy Department, among others, o ensure that so-
cial medin influencers and film  reviewing
vioggers do not publish any reviews of his Glm
Aromalimie Adyathe Pranayam in secial mesdia for
at et seven days from the date of s release. Re-
marks and chservations mxde so far in interocw-
tory arders suggest that the court's fooes is main-
v on those who either post anommously or
vioggers with unknown credentials who trash
films within hours of their release with apparent-

Indiass first Al-focused tech o e i e e
business incubator unveiled ™1 2n ander an Geaber 35, Justice Devan

machandran directed that “a dose watch on the

e . i plarfrses shll be iz,
India’s first Al-focused technology business thit aeymous mla fe comtent i ot allowed

incubator, ‘Al Venture Factory’, was unveiled by to circulate; and necessary action under the pro-

State Minister for MSMEs T. M. Anabarasan, and ﬂﬂ;"’i‘;ﬁd Er:ﬁ,’:::r:“g::f‘up":ﬁf

Archana Patnaik, Secretary to Government for by withenst dely” . Interestingly. the order alsa
MSME:S, at St. Joseph's Group of Institutions in notes that apparently due to the wery pendency
Chennai on Wednesday. The incubator offers bt good rum pop g
extensive support to start-ups, encompassing spared “review bombing”, the term that has
seed funding, research, and grant allocations, gained auTescy o the plenonenon of dellter-

ate spoiling of a film’s prospects. The Union go-
access to seasoned mentors, strategy refinement vernment is expectsd to file its response soon,
ol cli ; bt a word of cantion will be in ceder. The court's
for potential clients, and the broadening of global = o e e e eesionn of
reach. This initiative is led by HaiVE, an Al thuse imvobred in making 3 film should not be s
service platform that is designed to nurture crificed at ?;ulurnf the ﬁrﬂ::: freedom of
. - . . i al thiosee o T o
emerging Al-driven ventures within the campus, {3 iy are nos vermaee by iy parammeters o
a press release said. B. Babu Manoharan, St. regubitions should ot lead to a verdict either
) i e ; ing: the freeduen to critically archse 2 film
Joseph's College of Engineering Chairman, and S. iﬁ‘fmpt freedlom In eriically anshse il or

Aravind Ramesh, MLA of Sholinganallur all, making and reviewing a film are both two as-
Constituency, took part in the event. pects of the same right o free speech.
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The extension of free rice should not
have been announced ar election rally

he Union government's move o extend
the free foodgrains scheme for the next
frve years is weloome 2 it will continue 1o
provide food sscurity 1o lange sections of vulmer-
able people. Based on Mational Food Security Act
(NFEA) entitlements, the scheme, the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojans (PMGEAY), be-
nefis about 8004 crore people, under the catego-
ries of Amyodsya Anns ‘:‘u]ﬁ';a rest of the
poor) and priority howseholds. They will comti-
nue o receive five kg of rice or wheat o eoarse
grains a person every month. The provision of
free foodgraing was inmroduced st the all tndis le-
vel during the COVID-19 pandemic, though in
vogee i Seates such as Tamil Nadu, At the time,
the entitlements of NF5A benefleiaries were dou-
biled and the nomenclaure of PMGEAY was af-
fixed. Between April 2020 and December 2022,
1,045 Lakh tonnes were distributed 3 a subsidy of
13,45 lakh crore. At the end of 022, the Centre
anpounced free grains under the normal entite-
ments to Staves and Union Territories for a year
whille discontinuing the enhanced entitlenent
On the flip side, the way in which the Les
move i4 sought o be implemented raises ques-
tiors. A an election rally last week in Durg,
Chhartiggarh, Prime Minister Marendra Modi
made the announcement, which should be
viewed as a violation of the model code af con-
duet as Mr. Modi used his official posithon o talk
about the extension of the sclveme (due 1o Lpse
at the end of next month). There was no urgency
on his part o have made the announcement
then, and in an election rally, especially when
thvere was sufficient time 1o do so even aller the
declaratbon of resulbts, scheduled for December 3.
The purpise seems 1o have been 1o impress vo-
ters, and reap political dividends. There is a view
linking the PMGEAY's previous avatar 1o the Bla-
ratiya fansta Party's victory in the 2007 Assembly
election in Urtar Pradesh. Even the Congress,
which criticised the announcement a5 an “indica-
tion of the continuing economic distress and
growing i irbes” did mot find anything
amiss. The e is meant for the entire coun-
try and not just the five States facing elections —
they account for roughly 17% of the total benefici-
aries. On the fseal front, the extension may ot
CAlSE Serius lesis as the food subsidy bill is
about 7.5% of the revenue receipts of the Unbon
government. On an aversge, e smnomic cost of
rice and wheat grew by 57% annually over the
last seven years. Also, the extension will cost
about 715,000 crore more each year, which is
managesble. However, governments, Centre and
Seates, should ensure the elimination of leaksges
in the Public Distribution System so that the be-
nelits of e extension go 1o the deserving,
[2 I

r

World will overshoot
2030 fossil fuel limit
by twice over: report

lacob Boshy

HEW DXELHI

Mopwiths anding the global
COMSENSE  aMang  Coun-
tries that fossil fuel emis-
shons must be eliminsted, 3
new report sxs that many
governments plan o pro-
duce twice as much lossil
fuels in 2030 than wouwld
b cormispent with liniting
warming to L5 degrees Cel-
s, and 69% more dan
that would be consistent
with 2 degrees Celsius.
This comes in the back-
drop of 151 governments
having pledged 1 achieve
Mel-FErn emiEsions - of no
net emissions from 2050-
20700 The latest forecasts
suggest that despite pro-
mises by governments
made as part of the 2015
Paris Agreement that gho-
bal coal, ofl, and gas de-
mand will peak this de-
cade, even without new
policies, their forecasis
would lesd 1w an increase
in gabal coal production
Ll 3060, and in gholal of
and gas production unil at
lesaar 3OS0, cmﬁﬁ:lev—
er-widening lossil pro-
dhuction gag over e,

COP Summit in Dubai

Later this month, at least
1500 coanbries ane expectad
1o convene in Dubai, for
the annual Conference of

the Parties, o thash ot ti-
melines o abate fossil fusl
emissions, accelerate e
adoption of renewable
enengy and pay vilnerable
countries 10 help them
weather the effects of gho-
Il warming.

The Production Gap Re-
part was released an Wed-
nesday. It B prepared by
the Stockholm Environ-
memnt Institute (SED, Cli-
mate Aralytics, EBG, Infer-
national  Instinute  for
Sustainable Deselopment
and the UN Environment
Programme (UNEF) to as-
spdg prvernments” planned
and projected uction
of eoal, ﬁﬂ,::rdr;dag:im:
global  levels consisrent
with the Paris Agresment’s
temperatune goal

The report  analyses
emissions rends for 20
major fossil-fuel-producig
countries: Australis, Brazil,
Canada, China, Colombia,
Germany, India, Indone
sia, Kazakhstan, Kuwait,
Mexico, Nigeria, Norway,
Qatar, Russia, Saudi Ara-
bia, South Africa, the UAE,
the LK., and the LS. “We
find thar many govern
ments are promoting lossil
£as a8 an essential ‘rransi-
tion” fuel bun with no appa-
rent plans o transition
away [rom it Later” said
SEIs Ploy Achakulwisut, a
lead author on the report.
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‘RBI may cut rates
in 2024-25 if food
inflation is tamed’

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

S&P Global Pastings expects
the Reserve Bank of Indi
(RBI) 10 el inberest rates in
202425 if food inflstion
and the monsoon don't
play spoilsport mext year,
and belives India would
srick 1o its indicated fiscal
glicle panty 1ill 2006 despite
the extension of the free
food grain scheme by ad-
jusring other spends.

The rating major, which
expects Indias GDP o
grow 6% this year and
6.9% the mest (wo years,
said the country’s ecomom-
ic prowth shines brightly
among its BBB- w .-*.-r:lee)i
peers in e Asis-Pacific re-
gion, but higher rates pose
a lkscal headwind.

Incian EOVErTIEenL
bond yields, which have
historically been  higher
then s peers, still remain
high and put addirional

essure on the cost of

unding the country’s lang:
debt  awck, it nowed.
“While growth suppores
market confidence and re-
Veribe gemeration, rates dy-
namics will be an addition-
al determinant of Indias
debt trajectory over the
next few years” the frm
said in a pote on Asia-Pacil-
e Credin Dutloak for 2024.

Vishrur Rana, senior
economist, Asia-Paclc s
S&P Global said monetary
policy i likely o be a key
econonic theme throwgh
2024, in the backdrop aof
the ‘higher lor longer” in-
lerest rales in e LS

In India's case, headline
inflationary pressures are
likely 10 remain controlled

cver the next several
montls and that means
there i room for the cen-
tral bank to consider nor-
malising monetary policy,
though the central bank is
likely 1o keep one eye on fi-
nancial stability and the
other on exchange rates
and capital fow stability
amid tigghat global

conditions.

“Swing factor”
“Having said that, we do
expect et imerest rates
will be bower in the next fis-
cal year The RE is lkely to
procesd o cul inlerest
rated, while infatiomary
pressures remain  under
contral ™ Mr. Farma said, ad-
dirg that Food indlation will
always remsin the “swing
fscror” for India. <As long
as we dee normal mon-
SO0 [MEXD year, inlersst
rates are likely 1o be head-
ed lower” he concluded.
On the extension of the
free foodgrains scheme for
frve more years and con-
cerns (st more freebies
cotild be anmounced slead
of the general ebections,
pussibly denting India's fis-
cal health, the rating firms
sovereign ratings director
Andrew Wood said they
may not lave a major im-
pact in the medium-term.


https://www.evastaliniasacademy.in/

